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The Eden Prairie Fire Department encourages you to make note of some 
important fire safety tips as we begin another Minnesota winter.  

Fireplace Safety

• �Always use seasoned wood to help reduce creosote build-up in your 
chimney. Creosote is highly combustible and can cause a chimney fire.

• Never use flammable or combustible liquids to start fires in your fireplace.

• �Fireplace chimneys should be cleaned and inspected annually, or more 
frequently, depending on use.

• �Always dispose of fireplace ashes in metal containers and store them away 
from the house for at least seven days.  

Contact the Eden Prairie Fire Prevention Bureau at 952-949-8361 or the 
Fire Marshall at 952-949-8356 for more information, or with questions 
related to fire safety.

Carbon Monoxide (CO) is odorless and colorless, 
and the symptoms of CO poisoning can be 
difficult to distinguish from the common 
cold or flu. If undetected, high levels of 
carbon monoxide in the home can lead to 
severe illness or even death.

To prevent Carbon Monoxide from reaching 
dangerous levels in your home:

• �Install an approved, operational Carbon Monoxide (CO) 
detector within 10 feet of every bedroom or sleeping  
area – this is now required by Minnesota State Law.

• �Be sure that all combustion (fuel-burning) appliances are 
installed and working according to manufacturers’ guidelines 
– it is especially important that the devices have an adequate 
air supply and exhaust directly to the outdoors. 

• Have combustion appliances inspected every year. 

• �Make sure all flues, chimneys and exhaust vent pipes are 
connected properly, in good condition and unobstructed. 

• �Install and use an exhaust fan, vented to the outside, over 
any gas stove. 

Carbon Monoxide Safety • Open the chimney flue fully when using the fireplace. 

• �Make sure doors on fuel-burning stoves fit properly 
and are closed tightly. 

• Use the proper fuel in kerosene space heaters. 

• �Consider purchasing a vented space heater when 
replacing unvented ones. 

• Never use your cooking stove to heat your home. 

• �Don’t ever burn charcoal inside your home or in 
any enclosed space. 

• �Don’t sleep in any room with an unvented gas  
or kerosene space heater. 

• �If you have an attached garage, don’t idle your vehicle in it, always 
back it out right away. 

• ��If you are using a paint remover containing methylene chloride, 
follow manufacturers’ instructions and perform work in a well-
ventilated area. 

• �Be sure that all members of your household know that if the 
alarm sounds on a CO detector, they should evacuate the home 
immediately and call 911 for assistance.

For more information about Carbon Monoxide, visit the Minnesota 
Department of Health Web site at health.state.mn.us.



As winter approaches and 
temperatures begin to 
fall, motorists need to use 
extra caution when driving. 
Each year, thousands of 
Minnesota motorists are 
involved in motor vehicle 
crashes during the winter 
months. By taking some 
added precautions, drivers 
can decrease their chances  
of being involved in a crash.

Winter Weather Driving Tips

• �Slow down! Decreasing speed will increase 
handling and give you an opportunity to avoid 
most accidents.

• �Remember that overpasses, ramps and bridge 
decks will freeze before the roadway.

• �Clear and defrost windows fully before driving – 
it’s the law!

• �Consider new tires; tire tread can make a 
dramatic improvement in acceleration, braking 
and handling.

Preparing for Winter Driving
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Holiday Shopping Safety
Whether shopping at the 
mall or online, it is important 
to be cognizant of where 
you are, what is happening 
around you and what 
personal information may be 
accessible to others. 

To deter theft, identity theft and robbery 
from happening to you, the Eden Prairie Police 
Department encourages all residents to take extra 
precautions this holiday season:

• �Do not leave your purse or briefcase unattended 
in a cart while shopping or placing items in your 
vehicle.

• �Guard your purse or wallet to avoid pick-pocket 
scams; keep zippers closed and wallets in front 
pockets.

• �Guard your credit card and checking account 
numbers while standing in checkout lines. Thieves 
will use a small camera to photograph your 
information while in line and later use it illegally.

• �Only shop online sites you trust and thoroughly 
investigate new Web sites prior to making a 
purchase; a Web search tool like Google or Yahoo 
will help you research complaints about the 
business prior to making your purchase.

• �Only use secure Web sites when providing financial 
or personal information.

• �Request a temporary credit card number from your 
bank to make online purchases.

Winter Weather Safety
Most Minnesotans, through years of practice 
and experience, are knowledgeable about 
winter weather conditions. We know how to 
dress, drive, be active outdoors and generally 
get through the winter with our lives, homes 
and property intact. 

Nonetheless, deaths and injuries occur every 
winter because people fail to take precautions. 
Carelessness, overconfidence, ignorance and 
innocence can lead 
to damage, injury or 
death from winter 
weather conditions.

Quick Tips and 
Reminders for a 
Safe Winter Season

• �Never venture 
out onto frozen bodies of water 
before checking with the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources for ice 
thickness. Regardless of thickness, streams 
and vegetation can dramatically change ice 
thickness and make the ice unsafe. Always 
proceed with caution!

• �Dress to suit the weather. Thin layers of 
loose-fitting clothes will trap body heat and 
aid air circulation. Outer clothing should be 
hooded, tightly woven and water-repellant. 
Mittens are warmer than gloves. Wear a hat – 
most body heat is lost through the head. 

• �Check the weather forecast before going 
outdoors or traveling. Pay particular 
attention to wind-chill, which can create 
dangerously cold conditions. Monitor the 
National Weather Service (noaa.gov) 
forecasts, statements, watches and warnings 
for the latest information on a developing 
winter storm. 

• �Watch for signs of hypothermia and 
frostbite, especially in the very young 
and the elderly. Symptoms of hypothermia 
are shivering, confusion and loss of muscular 
control. Frostbite causes loss of feeling and 
a white or pale appearance in extremities 
such as fingers, toes, tip of nose and ear 
lobes. If you see these symptoms, get medical 
attention immediately. 

• �Pace your outdoor activity. Avoid strenuous 
activity in extremely cold temperatures. 
Your heart must work harder to pump blood 
through constricted vessels in arms and legs. 

• �Winterize your home and vehicle before 
the cold weather arrives. Prepare an 
emergency kit for your home and one for your 
vehicle, and make sure your home heating 
system is in good working order. Remember to 
keep outside air vents for your home clear of 
snow and ice to allow for proper ventilation 
of indoor appliances and to avoid Carbon 
Monoxide poisoning.


