
Preventing Residential Burglaries
In 2007, 144 burglaries were reported by residents in Eden Prairie. On average, 
these burglaries were the result of an open garage door and occurred at night 
while the residents were at home.

A residential burglary can rob you and 
your family of your property, your sense 
of security and possibly your lives. Most 
often, burglary suspects utilize open doors 
and windows to enter a home. Using extra 
caution, especially in the summer months, 
to be sure your home is secure can keep you 
and your loved ones from becoming the 
victims of a residential burglary. 

The Eden Prairie Police Department offers free residential security surveys 
for Eden Prairie residents. For more information, call 952-949-6200 or visit 
edenprairie.org today.

The Eden Prairie Fire Department encourages you to have 
a fun and safe summer by following 
these fire safety tips:

Fireworks 
• �If you choose to 

use fireworks this 
summer, remember 
to purchase only Safe 
and Sane fireworks 
(those that do not 
fly or explode) which 
are legal to use in 
Minnesota. 

• �Follow the manufacturers 
guidelines when allowing children to use 
fireworks and remember that adult supervision 
is always a good safety precaution.  

• �Allow all fireworks residue to cool completely before discarding.  

• �If a firework malfunctions, leave it alone for a minimum of one-half hour, 
then submerge completely in a bucket of water for 15 to 20 minutes before 
discarding it in the trash.

Summer Fire Safety Tips
Gasoline 
• �When using gasoline-powered equipment,  

only fill the tank when the equipment has 
cooled completely. 

• �Never fuel a hot engine or one that is running.  

• �Clean up all spills before running equipment.

• �Always store gasoline in an approved container.  

Recreational Fires 
• �Current recreational fire guidelines can be 

found on the Fire Department page of the  
City’s Web site, edenprairie.org.

• �Follow all directions and guidelines for 
recreational fires if you plan to have a  
campfire in your yard.  

• �City ordinance prohibits the burning of yard 
waste or brush.  

Contact the Eden Prairie Fire Marshall at 
952-949-8356 for more information, or with 
questions related to fire safety.

Tips for Securing Your Home:

• �Close and lock all exterior doors and windows 
including those in your garage.

• �Check to be sure your garage door closes  
completely every time.

• �Lock your car doors, even when your car is  
parked in your driveway or garage.

• �Never leave valuables in plain sight.

• �Do not leave valuables in your car, even when  
it is parked in your driveway or garage.

• �Supplement your exterior lighting with motion 
sensors, especially around entrances to your home.
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While enjoying the carefree days of summer in 
Minnesota, it is important to avoid becoming 
careless about motor vehicle safety.  

Thefts from Autos 
The summer months provide unique opportunities 
for theft from motor vehicles. Of the 638 
incidents of tampering with automobiles in 2007, 
the majority of the calls received by the Eden 
Prairie Police Department involved vehicles left 
unattended, either locked or unlocked, with some 
type of valuable inside.

• �Always check to be sure that the windows are 
closed and the doors are locked before leaving 
your vehicle unattended.

• �Never leave valuable items in your vehicle, 
especially in plain sight.

Motor Vehicle Accidents 
In Minnesota, more than 200 unbelted motorists 
die in motor vehicle accidents each year. In 
addition, recent national statistics show that 
among children ages 14 and under as occupants in 
motor vehicle crashes, 53 percent were not using 
safety restraints at the time of collision.

• �Always take the time to put your seatbelt on 
and be sure that all passengers are safely belted 
in your vehicle.

• �Never operate a motor vehicle with a child 
under the age of 4 years before checking to be 
sure they are properly restrained in a federally 
approved child safety seat. 

Drinking and Driving 
Nation wide, more than 10,000 people die every 
year in accidents involving legally drunk drivers. 
Each year, Eden Prairie Police arrest approximately 
300 drivers for Driving While Intoxicated (DWI) 
with a blood alcohol content of .08 or higher.

• �Always use a designated driver when your plans 
include alcohol consumption.

• �Never allow friends and loved ones to operate a 
motor vehicle when legally intoxicated.

Summer Motor Vehicle Safety

Bicycle Safety for Everyone
Bicycles can provide great summer fun and 
memories for the whole family! Before you take 
your first outing of the year, the Eden Prairie 
Police and Fire Departments urge you to 
review the basics of bicycle safety.

Important Facts: 
• �Most bicycle-related deaths involve a motor 

vehicle, but many do not.

• �One-fifth of bicycle accidents involve children 
ages 5 to 15 years of age.

• �Bicycle helmets reduce the chance of head 
trauma by 88 percent.

• �Children are more 
inclined to use visual 
cues rather than 
audible sounds when 
checking for traffic.

• �Bicyclists need to 
follow the same 
traffic laws as 
motorists, most 
importantly: obeying 
stop signs, signaling 
turns and yielding to 
pedestrians. 

Bicycle Safety Tips: 
• �Always wear a helmet, no matter your age or 

the distance you are riding.

• �Helmets must be properly fitted and straps 
secured to be effective.

• �Obey all traffic laws.

• �Stop, look and listen at all intersections before 
crossing the street.

• �Secure loose articles of clothing to avoid 
contact in spokes, sprocket, etc.

• �Use lights and reflectors when riding at night.

• �Use bike paths and designated trails for biking.

• �Lead by example, teach children by 
demonstrating correct bicycle safety.

Visit mcgruff.org for more bicycle safety tips 
and activities for children.

This publication is 
made possible by 
the Eden Prairie 
Crime Prevention 
Fund
In 1978, a group of 
concerned residents and 
members of the business 
community incorporated 
the Eden Prairie Crime 
Prevention Fund to assist 
the Eden Prairie Police 
Department with crime 
prevention, providing 
funding for educational 
programs, community 
gatherings, reward funds 
and more. 

The Crime Prevention Fund 
has expanded to assist the 
Fire Department as well, and 
provides financial assistance 
for the following programs 
in Eden Prairie:

National Night Out

Neighborhood Watch

Police Chaplain Program

Police Explorers Program

Police K-9 Corp

Senior Safety Workshop

Eden Prairie TIPLINE

McGruff Safety Programs

Halloween Community Party

Crisis Negotiation Unit 

Equipment

Safety Camp

Citizens Police Academies

To make a contribution  
to the Eden Prairie  
Crime Prevention Fund, 
please call 952-949-6200.


