
New laws require carbon 
monoxide (CO) detectors 
to be installed within 10 
feet of rooms used for 
sleeping for all new homes 
built in 2007 or later, and in 
2008 for all existing homes. 

Features to Look for When 
Purchasing a CO Detector

• �A unit with a digital readout
• �A memory feature
• �Units that use an electrical  

plug-in power source
• �The Underwriters Laboratory  

(UL) symbol

When Should You Replace  
Your CO Detector?
Manufacturers recommend CO detectors  be replaced 
every five to seven years from the date of manufacture. 
The date of manufacture is usually located on the back 
of your detector.



What is CO?
Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless, 
tasteless and toxic gas produced as a 
byproduct of combustion. Examples of  
CO-producing devices include:

Gas Appliances
• �Furnace
• �Stove
• �Dryer
• �Water heater

Charcoal grills, fireplaces 
and wood stoves

Lawnmowers, snow blowers 
and other yard equipment

Automobiles
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